DEMOCRACY
especially are all those forms of gain which come, not
from defalcation and theft, but from the ingenious use
of political opportunities, put under a special code by
themselves. A man who is "on the make," to use a
slang phrase produced from the very phenomena to which
I refer, does not think of himself as dishonest, but only
as a man of the world. He is only utilizing the chances
which he can get or make to win gain from the conjunc-
ture of political and social circumstances, without inten-
tional crime such as the statute has forbidden. This
runs all the way from the man who sells his vote to the
statesman who abuses official power, and it produces a
class of men who have their price.
The principle of plutocracy is that money buys what-
ever the owner of money wants, and the class just de-
scribed axe made to be its instruments. At the same
time the entire industrial development of the modern
world has been such as to connect industry with polit-
ical power in the matter of joint-stock companies, corpo-
rations, franchises, concessions, public contracts, and so
on, in new ways and in great magnitude. It is also to
be noted that the impersonal and automatic methods of
modern industry, and the fact that the actual superin-
tendent is often a representative and quasi-trustee for
others, has created the corporate conscience. An ambi-
tious Roman used to buy and bribe his way through all
the inferior magistracies up to the consulship, counting
upon getting a province at last out of which he could
extort enough to recoup himself, pay all his debts, and
have a fortune besides- Modern plutocrats buy their
way through elections and legislatures, in the confidence
of being able to get powers which will recoup them for
all the outlay and yield an ample surplus besides.
What I have said here about the venality of the